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mors than three years had passed since the Geneva Conferences. It was re- 
alistic to assume that the Soviets ware worried about the trond in Germany. 
Berlin represented a real cause of concern to them. We were wondering how we 
could exploit the situation in East Germany, and it was essential that we have 
the benefit of German views on this Bubject. The Western Powers should not 
always think of the ultimate danger. This would always frustrate policy. In 
such an event actions are dictated by fears, rather than by reason. 

Dr. von Eckardt said the Western Powers must jjumediately work out proposals 
for a solution of the larger German problem. They must have a program for 
negotiations with the Soviets. Mr. Murphy agreed that the Western Powers could 
not 4ust give the impression of being Btatic. If there was any one conclusion 
which could be drawn from the Mikoyan visit, it was that the Soviets wished to 
negotiate. Mr. Murphy asked what Dr. von Eckardt personally thought about the 
kind of plans which should be made to meet the issue at the checkpoints should 
GDR officials turn up there. Should we prosecute our right of access by land 
and let the Soviets know in advance that we intend to do this? Dr. von Eckardt 
asked whether Mr. Murphy thought that Mikoyan was going back to the Soviet 
Union with the impression that the United States firmly Intended to maintain 
its position in Berlin. Mr. Murphy said he thought so, and added that it was 
psychologically important that the Soviets understand that we will safeguard 
our rights in Berlin by surface or by air. 

Dr. Grewe said that the Soviets would get a clwar picture in the United 
States, but he was not sure what sort of a picture they would get in other 
capitals. He felt it was necessary that the Soviets should obtain the im- 
pression that the West had very definite plans for dealing with the contingency 
mentioned by Mr .Murphy. 

Dr. von Eckardt referred to the danger of war by misunderstanding. 
Mr. Murphy commented that avoidance of misconceptions by the other side was 
one of the Secretary's principal concerns - a point ;:he had stressed relative 
to the Near East, the Far East, and In the present instance. Mr. Murphy then 
asked what, assuming this to be the situation, von Eckardt thought the 
Chancellor's views were on the problem of Berlin and the more general one of 
Germany. Dr. von Eckardt said that as far as Berlin was concerned, the 
situation was clear. In response to the question posed by Mr. Murphy, he felt 
that the Chancellor would support defense of land access by force. Dr. Grewe 
added that he had already told the Secretary this was the German position in 
principle. 

Dr. von Eckardt said that he had learned from Dr. Dittmann that the 
Foreign Office was working on the second problem, but he did n ot know what 
solutions they had come up with. The Chancellor's idea was to stand firm on 
Berlin, but at the same time he considered it important to offer negotiations 
to avert a Soviet deadline. In response to Mr. Murphy's query as to whether 
ha believed the Soviet proposal of a peace treaty was intended to get away 
from the six-month deadline, Dr. von Eokardt indicated that he thought this 
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